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Completing the Square 


PERFECT SQUARES: Distribute/FOIL – write all four terms out!
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What do you notice about second and third terms?
What would the missing term be to make this an equality:
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Make the following a perfect square:
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Solving equations via “COMPLETING THE SQUARE”:
The Equation:
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STEP 1 (bring constant term to the other side): 
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STEP 2 (make the left hand side a complete square):
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STEP 3 (factor):
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STEP 4 (solve):
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